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The 4 E T T B 


EUGENIO ro THEOPHILVUs. 


RK Religious Correſpondence having been diſ- 

continued, to my great Diſadvantage, for nine 
Months, I now look upon it as my Duty to ac- 
quaint you with, the preſent State and Scituation, 
in which I find my ſelf as to my ſpiritual Con- 
cernments; and as I acknowledge with great 
Thankfulneſs your former pious Advice and be- 
neficial Admonitions, fo 1 am obliged to crave your further Aſſiſtance. 
The Letters I receiv'd from you made ſuch good Impreſſions on 
my Mind, and warmed my Heart with ſuch devout Paſſions, that I 
reſolv'd to enter upon a ftrifter Courle of Life, and a more uni- 
form and equal Practice of Vertue; but in a ſhort Time I found the 
Fervour of my Zeal abate, and much Deadneſs and Indiſpoſition to Reli- 
gion return'd upon me: Sometimes I hoped that the heavenly Seed of 
Piety was really ſowed within me, and ſometimes I trembled and diſ- 
truſted my Sincerity, while I was perplexed with Doubts and Miſgivings 
leſt the good Seed was ſcatter d on a hard and ſtony Heart, where it 
would never take any deep Root, but tho' it ſeemed to thrive and 
flouriſh for a while, it would by degrees languiſh and ficken, till at 
length it wither'd and dyed away. You will ſee what Reaſon I have for 
this melancholy Apprehenſion, when you have read the following Ac- 
count of my ſelf. I lately took a ſerious and deliberate Review of my 
Actions, and examined the Courſe and Tenour of my Lite for theſe laſt 
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ſix Months, and I muſt confeſs with Shame and Sorrow, that upan bal- 
lancing the whole, I cannot ſay that I have in this Time improved my 
Talents, and made that good Ule of the Lights you kindly imparted to 
me, as I hoped I ſhould have done: On the contrary, | haveReaſon to fear 
that | have loſt Ground, and that my good Reſolutions yield and give 
Way; tho' | thankfully acknowledge that I have been protected by 
Divine Grace from falling into groſs and heinous Sins, yet I do not feel 
thoſe warm Affections, nor taſte that Pleaſure and Delight in the Pra- 

tice of Religious Duties, nor that Readineſs and Deſire of returning to 
them, as I formerly experienced. I am more backward to repeat my 
Davorions, and more cold and lifeleſs in thoſe ſpiritual Performances, 
and ſeem leaſed | in my ſelf when the burdenſome Task is over. My 
Contemplation on Divine Objefts, my Attendance on the publick Service 
of God and the Holy Sacrament, is not accompanied with ſo much Zeal 
and inward Satisfaction as I once felt; nor dol find ſuch lively Ope- 
rations of Chriſtian Love to my Neighbour ; nor do I ſearch out 
Occaſions of doing good in diſpenſing my Charity to the Poor and 
Needy, and adminiſtring Succour and Conſolation to the Afflicted and 
Diftreſt, with that tender Compaſſion, and with that Alacrity as l am 
convinced I ought to do. 

I T happens that the Gentlemen that dwell about me are for the moſt 
Part a looſe and careleſs Generation, plung'd in Prophaneneſs and Immo- 
rality ; among whom a Man of Religion is the ſtanding Jeſt of the 
Scoffer, and the Song of the Drunkard: Hunting, Drinking, Rioting, 
and Gaming, are their ſucceſſive Entertainments ; they never have the 
Worſhip of God in their Families, nor do they mention his Holy Name 
but in prophane Oaths, Imprecations, and horrid calling out for Damna- 

tion on themſelves or others. To reprove theſe Gentlemen, ſeems to be 
a caſting Pearl before Swine; and to keep them Company without re- 
proving them, is to partake of their Guilt; ſeveral of theſe are my near 
Relations, who ſneer at Religion, and under the Expreſſion of Civility 
and Friendſhip diſcover their Contempt of me for not conforming my 
Life to their Ways, ſecretly laugh at my Reſervedneſs, and deſpiſe me for 
my Fear of God, and Unwillingneſs to undergo his Wrath. When ! viſit 
theſe Gentlemen, which I think I ſometimes ought to do, if 1 carry 
with me a ſerious Temper of Mind, I find at my Return | 2M a Loſer 
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by the Company, while I perceive a Flatneſs and a Damp caſt upon my 
ſerious Diſpofition. I muft own too, but not without Shame, that I can- 
not with a due Fortitude and unſhaken Reſolution bear the Reproaches 
and Scorn that | fee throwu on Religion, and often intended ayainſt my 
ſelf, for being ſuch a humourſome and unfaſhionable Perſon as to mind 
in earneſt the great Affairs of another Life. I muſt acknowledge, 1 ſay, 
that it affects and diſturbs me, when | hear them expoſe all Piety and 
Vertue, as the Effect of a crazy Imagination, ſuperſtitious Fear, or the 
odd and whimſical Production of a troubled Spleen, and thus aſcribe the 
Health of the Mind to the Diſtemper of the Body, and mock Piety of 
Heart and Purity of Life, which are eſtabliſhed on ſuch ſtrong Founda- 
tions of right Reaſon, as will abide the ſtricteſt Teſt and Examination, 
as a wild Illuſion and a melancholy Phantaſm. I evidently feel the 
Converſation of theſe Gentlemen is injurious to me; and tho? I have not 
Authority enough to do them Goad, their evil Communication has 
Power to do me-much Hurt. There are in my Neighbourhood a few 
other Gentlemen of a very different, but not a mofe Religious Taſte, who 
are entirely taken up in eager Purſuits after Riches, and know no other 
Uſe of their Underftandings, but to form Schemes, and lay Defigns how 
to encreaſe their Money and Poſſeſſions. When I converſe with theſe, I 
am not indeed entertain'd with looſe and immodeſt Diſcourſes, nor af- 
fronted with Curſes,Oaths and Blaſphemy ; however, there is a ſecret In- 
fe&ion, that ariſes from the Converſation of theſe ſober avaricious Men, 

that changes a ſerious Temper of Mind, and gives it in a Meaſure a 
worldly Turn. I am ſenſible that my too much frequenting the Conver. 
ſation of the Men of each Kind has contributed to the weakening of my 
pious Reſolutions, and therefore I have determin'd to contract my Ac- 
quaintance, and to make fewer and ſhorter Viſits, being better ſatisfied 
to be reproached or pitied as moroſe, odd and unconverſable, than to 
waſte my Time, prejudice my Vertue, and diſturb my Peace, by comply. 
ing with a profane or immoral Race of Men, who, tho? they call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, never ſpeak or act in that Charaller- but always in 
Defiance and Contradiction to it. I likewiſe have reſolved to apply my 
ſelf, as you have directed, to fervent Devotion and daily Meditation on 
Divine and Spiritual Subjekts; and here it is, Sir, that I entreat your 


Direction, and it you — let me know what Methods I ſhould uſe 
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to attain a more prevailing and ſettled Degree of Piety, and particularly 


what Subjects of Meditation you would recommend tor this Purpoſe 
by which you will greatly oblige 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


EUGENIO. 
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The Second L E T I E R. 


Trzrorenilus % EUGERNI0O. 


SIR, 


INCE you have expreſs'd an earneſt Deſire that I ſhould carry on 
the Religious Intercourſe begun between us, and that I would far- 
ther aſſiſt you with ſuch Motives and Directions as may promote 

your Advancement in Piety, till you become an eſtabliſhed and through- 


ly confirm'd Chriſtian, I aſſure you, that you have enjoyned me an 
agreeable Task. 


I know not a more ſucceſsful Method how to procure 8 and 
eminent Degrees of Religion and Vertue, than that of cheriſhing the 
Love of God in our Hearts with unwearied Care and Application; for 
this being the Principle of Divine Life in the Soul of Man, if it be con- 
ſtantly cultivated and improved by the moſt effectual Arguments and In- 
centives, it muſt needs acquire a ſtronger Dominion over the Faculties 
of the Soul, and the Appetites of the Body, and produce in our 
Lives a more ſteady and regular Succeſſion of good and worthy Acti- 
ons. For Divine Love being that Celeſtial Habit by which we chuſe 
and adhere to God as our ultimate End, and the Object of our Happi- 
neſs, it muſt follow, that this is the firſt Mover and the Spring of pious 

Operations in our Minds, and of Vertue and Purity in our Practice, 


which 
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which are the only Means to procure our Fruition of him ; and therefore 
as this Principle is warm and vigorous, or weak and languiſhing with- 
in, Moral Goodneſs in the Heart and Life muſt flouriſh or decay. 

THIS is the leading and higheſt Grace that carries the Mind directly 
to its ſupream Felicity, and when all other Vertues are ſuperſeded, there 
being no farther Occaſion for their Exerciſe, this will continue for ever, 
being the only Habit of the Soul, by which we can enjoy the Divine 
Being in a future State of Perfection and Happineſs ; and therefore it 
is declared by our Saviour to be the firſt and greateſt Commandment ; 
S and for this Reaſon I have been determined to lay before you, in a pra- 

&ical Manner, thoſe Arguments and Conſiderations that ſeem to me 

moſt conducive to cultivate and ſtrengthen in your Mind the ſincere 

Love of Ga | 

II is a clear and convincing Evidence of the inbred Blindneſs and 
Degeneracy of humane Nature, that the Generality of Mankind are 

miſtaken in the Choice of their Happineſs; while haviag loſt their Taſte 
of Spiritual and Divine Pleaſures, in the Enjoyment of which their ö 
Minds might acquieſce and be fully ſatisfied, their miſguided Imagina- f 
tions, according to their peculiar Complexions, ſet up a Variety of | 

Phantoms and empty Appearances, inſtead of the true Object of Feli- 

| city; Multitudes of Men are captivated with Riches, and believe that a 
KF. plentiful Eſtate and great Poſſeſſions will make them happy; others 
are enamoured as much with Power, Pomp and Honour; nor is their 
Number leſs, who believe that Happineſs conſiſts in the Gratifications 
of their Appetites with Diverſity of Corporeal Pleaſures; and each of 
theſe Claſſes, given up to a different Deluſion, are eager and induſtrious 
in the Purſuits of thoſe Enjoy ments which they flatter themſelves will 


give them Eaſe and Satisfaction. Thus the Minds of Men being aliena- | 
ted from God, and therefore eſtranged from the Objetts of their Happi- | | 
neſs, their Bent and Inclination is turned aſide to their lying Vanities, 


I mean, Temporal Poſſeſſions of different Sorts, in which they terminate 
their Love and Delight, Thus the proud and ambitious Man would 
fain be independent and not ſubordinate to his Maker, and therefore 
* falls down and worſhips himſelf the great Idol of his Eſteem. The 
Rich and Avaricious deifie'their Gold, and the Voluptuous make their 
Belly their God; for whatever Men chiefly love, and value, and purſue, 
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is in Effe& the God they worſhip; and 'tis plain, that this is the Caſe 
of thofe have nam'd. But how idle and abfurd are the Hopes and 
Expettations of theſe miſtaken Perſons? Suppoſing the Avaricious, the 
Men of Pleaſure, and the Proud and Aſpiring, ſhould poſſeſs the different 
Objects of their Deſires, I would ask of them, what theſe Acquiſitions 
can do to make them happy? Can they remove from them any impor- 
tant Evil, or ſupply the Want of any conſiderable Good? Can Honour, 
Riches, Power or Pleaſure, cure the Diſeaſes either of their Bodies or 
their Minds? Can fuck Enjoyments relieve their Pain, remove their 
Siekneſs, or aſſwage their Thirſt in a burning Fever? Are they able to 
compoſe their Inquietude, ſhut up their wakeful Eyes with refreſhing 
Sleep, and reſtore Tranquillity to their languiſhing and reſtleſs Spirits? 
Is it in their Power to reduce the ſwelling Water of a Dropſy, or to 
cloath with new Fleſh the meagre and emaciated Limbs of one ex- 
hauſted by a long Conſumption? Can they eaſe the Torments of the 
Gout or Stone, ftill the Fury of the Colick, or new brace the Limbs 
diffolved and infeebled by a confirmed Pally ? Can they cover the 
Warrior's Head in the Day of Battle, defend from Dangers that in- 
vade by Day, or the peſtilential Arrows that fly by Night? When the 
Poſſeſſors ſhall lie confined by Sickneſs to their Bed, and ſtrive with the 
Pangs and Agonies of Death, when their ſorrowful Friends ſtand weep- 

ing round ithem, and Attendants are ready to lay their dead Bodies 
out, will they cry to their Wealth, Power or Honour, the Idols whom 
they ſerved, to afford them Courage and Comfort ? And will their Gods 
hear and help them in their Extremity ? Will they protect them againſt 

theStings andRemorſe,and the Inſults of an awakened enragedConſcience, 
and give them the Proſpett of a happy Eternity? Far from this; on the 
contrary, they will augment their Trouble, and exaſperate their Grief, 
when they reflect that now they muſt part with their dear Satisfa&i- 
ons, without Hopes of enjoying thoſe or any other Pleaſures for 
ever. 

No have the Profits and pleaſures of this World greater Power 
to conquer ther Diſeaſes of the Mind: Can they ſubdue our criminal 
Habits and evil Inclinations, and renew our degenerate Nature, by in- 
troducing into the Heart a Principle of Divine Life and predominant 
kit ? Can they cleanſe this corrupt Fountain, that the Streams which 
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iſſue from it may be pure? Are they able to aſſiſt us againſt powerful 
Temptations, and ſtrengthen and confirm us in the ſincere Practice of re- 
ligious and moral Duties? Are they able to work in us evangelical Faith 
and ſincere Repentance, recoucile us to our offended Judge, pardon our 
Sins, and put us in Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Heaven? If they can 
do nothing of all this, but rather hinder our Happineſs in every one of 
theſe Inſtances ; it, Ich, they can remove from us no great Calamity, 
nor procure us any neceſſary or valuable Benefit, is it not amazing, 
that the far greateſt Part of Mankind ſhould purſue with Eagerneſs 
Things which can do ſo little for them, and which rather obſtrutt than 
promote their Felicity: 

B U T now, if we turn our Thoughts to our bleſt Creator, we ſhall 
ſoon be convinced, that he, and he alone, can be our chief Beatifick 
End. For ſince he is poſſeſt of all poſſible Perfection, it is in his Power 
to remove from us all the Evils, and beſtow upon us all the Bleſſings be- 
fore enumerated. He has boundleſs Goodneals, that can fill all the Ca- 
Pacities of the Soul, and fully ſatisfie all our Deſires, that tend to our 
Happineſs. He is Almighty, and therefore able; he is eſſential Love, 
and therefore willing to do us the utmoſt Good. He is Eternal and 
Immutable, and therefore a conſtant and unchangeable, as well as a 
ſuitable and adequate Good to a reaſonable Creature. Here, Sir, behold 
your Happineſs; which conſiſts in the Enjoyment of the Divine Being, 
by the moſt raiſed Love, Admiration, Complacency and Delight in the 
Purity and Perfection of your Nature. This is the Bleſſedneſs of Hea- 
ven, that is, all the Goodneſs that the Faculties and Powers of your Mind 
are capable of receiving; and you approach the nearer to this State 
of Glorification or conſummate Bliſs, the more you advance in your 
Eſteem, and are fix'd in the Choice of God as your chief End, and 
in thoſe Divine and Religious Habits, which as they are the ouly 
Felicity, ſo. are they the neceſſary Qualifications that prepare and fit 
you for the Poſſeſſion of it. 

A ND now, Sir, to excite your Love to God, and kindle a Divine 
Flame to an Object ſo perfectly amiable, give me leave to expoſtulate 
with you, and ſet before you the following Conſiderations. 

WH E N you are accuſtomed to exerciſe your unprejudiced Reaſon, 
and impartially contemplate the Perfections of the Divine Being, your 
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Creator, Benefactor, and indulgent Father, and who alone is Capa- 


ble of making you happy, you will ſoon adhere to him with the moſt 
inflamed Defire, as to your final Felicity; did you meditate fequently 
and ſeriouſly on this Eternal Good, theſe infinite and irreſiſtable Charms, 
and look ſtedfaſtly and conſtantly on this Glorious Object, you would 
feel its Divine Influence and attractive Force, till you were raviſhed with 
the Proſpett, and carriel to its Embraces with ardent Inclinations. 
You would with that the Divine Flame would ſpread it ſelf thro' your 
Heart, and make it rife a burning Sacrifice towards Heaven ; you would 
find Divine Love would, as a vital Principle, animate all the Powers and 
Faculties of your Soul, and be as ſenſible that you loved the bleſt Crea- 
tor, as that you love Health, Friends, Eaſe, and Lite it ſelf; nor would 
you deſire any other Happineſs than the Perfection of this Celeſtial Qua- 
lity, for the acquiring of which you would be contented to part with 
all your worldly Poſſeſſion, become the pooreſt and moſt deſpiſed Crea- 
ture upon the Earth. To enjoy this Felicity, you would chuſe to live in 
Hunger, Thirſt and Nakedneſs, to be condemned to Chains, to the 
Mines or the Gallies ; ard for the Attainment of it, you would not be 
unwilling to reſign your Life and all the Enjoyments of this World; - 
Riches, Honour, and the Pleaſures of Senſe, would be fo far from being 
firſt in your Eſteem your main Happineſs, that in your deliberate 
Thoughts you would be more afraid of thoſe Poſſeſſions, in a great 
Degree, than of Poverty and Contempt themſelves, 

I N vain the World would open its worthleſs Toys aud empty Pride 
before you, or tempt you with the low and tranfient Delights of 
Senſe. A pious Mind, acquainted with Divine Love, will be ready to 
ſay, what are theſe idle and impertinent Things to me, who in a ſhort 
Time muſt certainly Die, and has every Hour in Proſpect a vaſt Eter- 
nity ? What Reafon have I to value this World more than the Dead or 
the Dying do? But if I was ſure to continue here many Ages, I am 
paſt doubt here is nothing to be found that will ſatisfie and eaſe my De- 


\ fires. Since therefore the Divine Being is the only Good, that is com- 


menſurate to my Wiſhes, and can afford my Soul a compleat Satisfaction; 
and fince he invites me, and makes it my indiſpenſable Duty to love and 
enjoy him, why does not my Heart burn within me, and why do | delay 
to embrace my Felicity, fince I have certainly found it ? Why 1s my 

: : Breaſt 
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Breaſt ſo cold, my Love ſo weak, and my Divine Deſires ſo low and 
languiſhing? Why do they not bear a ſuitable Proportion to their amia- 
ble Object? How frozen, how ſtupid and inſenfible is my Heart? I 
have diſcloſed before it the ineffable Beauties of Divine Goodnels, yet 
how little does it feel their Energy and Influence ? I diſplay before it the 
Glory of Heaven, and the tranſporting Pleaſures of a blitsful Immortality, 
but it continues hard and without Impreſſion. I cry, I have diſcover'd 
an everlaſting Treaſure, a ſuitable and perfe& Happineſs, but it does 
not. hear. I urge and preſs it with its Duty and Intereſt, but it per- 
ceives not the Force and Vertue of my Reaſons; or if the Contempla- 
tion of boundleſs Perfections a little awakens it, if after much Patience 
and Labour it begins to ſtir, and the Divine Fire is a little kindled, 
yet it ſeems but a forced and a foreigu Warmth; the dead Thing 
quickly returns to its former Coldneſs and Inſenſibility, What ſhall I 
do to awaken my Lethargick Faculties? Tho' my Reaſon has condem- 
ned, yet it has not ſubdu'd my ſenſual Inclinations; in Deſpight of all my 
Convictions, they maintain a ſecret Intereſt within, and their Biaſs is 
ſtill too ſtrong and prevalent in my Heart; my corrupt and degenerate 
Propenſions are the heavy Weight that hangs upon my Soul, and ſinks 
its Flight, when it would riſe to Heaven. Theſe are the powerful 
Charms, that have laid it ſo faſt aſleep. But how dead ſoever it is to 
my Reaſonings, yet his glorious Voice, that rends the Rocks and 
ſhakes the Wilderneſs, will make it hear; how hard and inſenſible ſoever 
it remains after my Endeavours to ſoften it, yet at his Preſence, before 


whom the Hills melt like Wax, it will ſurely diſſolve; 


; let that Voice 
command it, and it will obey. In the mean Time, I cannot but con- 


demn my ſelt when I reflect on this wonderful Stupidity, that has ſeized 
upon me, while I perceive that I am forced to deliberate about loving 
the Supream Being, and want fo many Reaſons and Arguments to per- 
ſwade me thit Infinite Goodneſs i is worthy my intenſeſt Affection. 

MV Love to the Creatures outgoes and prevents my Reaſoning : 
I need no Eloquence to couvince me that Meat and Drink, Reſt and 


| _ Health, are good and deſirable Things; and is not the bleſſed Crea- 


tor as proper and ſuitable a Good for the Mind, as thoſe are for the 


Body? And therefore is it not ſtrange, that after I have uſed ſuch clear 
and forcible Arguments, and urged and preſſed them ſo long and ear- 


neſtly 
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neſtly upon my ſelf, that my ſtubborn Heart ſhould feel ſo little 
Efficacy and Vertue from them ? 

TO be more particular, would you reflect, Sir, that there is no Object 
in the World ſo ſuitable to the Underſtanding, as the Divine Being, you 
would be periwaded to love him; you ſhould therefore, by the Con- 
templation of his Perfections diſplayed in his Works of Creation, Pro- 


vidence and Redemption, learn to know him in a practical Manner; 


that is, ſo torknow him as to love him, and chuſe him as your ultimate 


_ Happineſs; for this is the moral End of all Knowledge. What if a 


Man had the moſt clear and capacious Head, the moſt ſolid and pierc. 


ing Judgment, the moſt retentive and regular Memory, the moſt lively 


Wit and fruitful Imagination, ſo that he could clearly comprehend all 
the Scieaces of the Learned, account for all the perplexed Phznomena 
of Nature, unriddle the Difficulties of the Schools, penetrate the Myſte- 
ries and Intreagues of States and Governments, and was able to diſ- 
courſe on all theſe Subjects to the Confuſion of all Oppolers, and the 
Aſtouiſhment of all that heard him; were this to be Wiſe, whilſt he 
knew not what is ſuitable to perfect his Faculties, ſupply His Wants, 
and make him happy? To know created Beings abſtrated from their 
Original, and their proper Uſe and Ends, is to know the Characters, 
but to be ignorant of their Senſe and Meaning; unleſs the Underſtand- 
ing by a due Contemplation of the Deity, has received juſt and ſuitable 

Impreſſions from his glorious Attributes, all the Wit and Knowledge in 
the World is Folly and Stupidity. If this be a valuable Perfection, «t is 
no more than the condemned Spirits themſelves enjoy, whom however 
we abhor as the moſt vile and execrable Creatures. The Knowledge 


of inferior Things is no farther defirable, than as they lead us to the 


Supream Being; and we are to follow theſe Streams only that we may 
riſe to the Fountain. To what Purpoſe ſhould a Man know any Thing 
in Created Nature, but that he may know its Author better? and to 
what End ſhould he know him, but that he may for ever love him, and 
by loving him, be for ever happy? For it is not our Knowledge of 
Things, but our loving and enjoy ing their Goodneſs, in which our Fe- 
licity conſiſts. You ſhould therefore ſtrive to gain ſuch juſt and lively 
Conceptions of God's merciful and gracious Nature, and ſuch clear 
and ſtrong Repreſentations of his boundleſs Love and Goodneſs, 


as 
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as may make the deepeſt Impreſſions on your Mind, and by their quic- 
kening and powerful lufluence produce ſuch ardent Ate&ions, as may 
not be extinguiſhed: And by this Means your Mind will regain, in 
a great Degree, its primitive Reftitude, and your Heart will adhere 
with a prevalent Inclination to this Beatifick Good, ſo natural, fo 
agreeable, and ſo proportioned to the Capacities and Powers of a Ras: 
ſonable Nature. 

SINCE then the Divine Being is the proper Object of the Under- 
ſtanding, employ, Sir, that ſuperior Faculty of your Soul ina conſtant 
and lively Contemplation of his infinite Perfections; and eſpecially 
meditate on his Relations to you, as your great Creator, Bene factor, 
Governor, and 9 End. Beſpeak your ſelf, Sir, in Words like 
theſe. 

ILE T me look up and view ſtedfaſtly this Excellent and Eternal Be- 
ing, the Poſſeſſor and Fountain of all Per feckion, and the Maker of all 
Things, whoſe Power is unlimited, and whoſe Wiſdom is unſearchable; 
who fills the Heavens with his Glory, and the Earth with his Good- 
neſs; whoſe Loving- kind neſs endures for ever, and whoſe Mercieyace 
over all his Works. This is indeed a ſuitable and worthy Obje& 
Contemplation: The Light of the Sun is not more proper and agree- 
able to the Eye, than the Light of this infinitely more glorious Being 
is to the Underſtanding : If that ſcatters the Miſts, removes the Night, 
and revives the World with Heat and Day, this does not leſs illumi- 
nate the Mind, chaſing thence the infernal Darkneſs, which fince Adam's 
Rebellion has dwelt upon it: Since that unhappy Hour, interpoſing 
Clouds have intercepted our Proſpe& of Heaven, and the Plague of 
Egypt, but more laſting and univerſal has befallen us: Sad State! Mi- 
ſerable World! How black are theſe Regions? How uncomfortable 
theſe impenetrable Shades ? Sure this Place is the Valley of Tears, and 
the Shadow of Death: Tis the Seat of Confuſion and Diſorder, and 
too cloſely borders on the Kingdom of Darkneſs; would I had ſome 
kind Beam to direct my Steps! How deſirable is the leaſt imperfe& 
Day in ſo unlightſome and dangerous a Paſſage? How great a Favour 
had the 1/-aelites, who enjoyed the chearful Light in their Dwellings, 
when ſo thick and gloomy Night covered all the Face of Egypt? And 
has now the God of Iſrael forgotten and deſerted this ſinful World? Is 
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the Sun of Righteouſneſs for ever ſet to theſe unhappy Seats ? Has he 
not ſtill a peculiar People, and does he not continue to illuminate ſome 
excellent Minds? Happy Souls! Bleſt Favourites of Heaven ! You have 
Luftre in your Orbs, when all others are eclipſed. You find a welcome 
Day in the midſt of Darkneſs, enjoy a clear Proſpect of Heaven, and 
dwell in the Contemplation of the Father of Lights. 

H OW earneftly I long for this Happineſs! May ſome Celeſtial 
Beam break in upon my Mind, and diſſipate the Clouds of Ignorance 
and Error that hang upon it, that I may be able to look up to Heaven, 
and view, admire and adore the Eternal Spring of Bliſs and Glory ! 
When will this heavenly Day begin to dawn? When will the pure 
Light ſpring from on High to cheer and direct my involved and be- 
wildered Mind? How refined, how clear, how agreeable, is this Divine 
Luſtre, and what Pleaſure is it to contemplate the glorious Object 
whence it flows? How ſweet are its Influences? It enlightens with- 
out raiſing Clouds, it warms without cauſing Corruption, and delights 
without weakening the Sight. | 

HOW happy are you, ye pure and perfect Spirits, who are ad- 
mitted into the Courts of Heaven, who ftand in your Maker's Pre- 
ſence, and are raviſhed to behold the Brightneſs of his Face? How 
clear a Day do you enjoy? How pleaſant and ſerene are the Regions 
where you live? You dwell ſo near the Source of Life and Light, 
that you muſt needs overflow with Glory, and ſhine like the Sun in its 
greateſt Splendor. When Moſes had ſtaid but a few Days before God 
in the Mount, his Face had imbibed ſuch a dazling Luftre, that the aſto- 
niſhed Iſraelites were not able to behold it. How bright then are thoſe 
Godlike Spirits, that Day and Night worſhip befare the Almighty's 
Throne? And how infinitely more will Moſes ſhine at the Reſurrection 
ot the Juſt, than when he deſcended from the Mount? | 

LET me then awake and look up; let me with Veneration, Humility 
and profound Submiſſion. contemplate this adorable and blitsful Being ; 
let me view it ſo ſteadily, ſo conſtantly aud fo earneſtly, that I may re- 
ceive its bright Impreſſion, and detain ſome Beams of Light iutercepted 
by my Embraces. Let me forget the World, and gaze no longer on its 

gaudy Trifles, but turn my enquiring Thoughts, and all the Force of my 
i | | Under- 
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Underſtanding hither ; for this is an Object worthy to be known, that 
will entertain, ſatisfie and perfect all the Faculties of the Mind. | 

AND here I ſhall put an End to this Letter, which, if you deſire 


. it, ſhall be ſoon followed with another, where I ſhall ſhew, that our 


Divine Author is no leſs the proper Object of the Will, than he is of 
the Underſtanding, and therefore the fitteſt to be loved with the ſtron- 


geſt Inclination of the Heart. I ſhall likewiſe conſider that Part of your 
Letter, that relates to hurtful Converſation. 
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Your moſt Humble Servant, 
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VO have ſoon obliged me with an Anſwer to mine, in which I 

earneſtly craved the Revival of your Chriſtian Correſpondence, 
which I find ſo neceſſary for my Inſtruction and Support; and I return 
you moſt hearty Thanks for the Goodneſs and Benevolence you have 
| ſhewn in your Readinels to gratifie my Deſires. I am convinced that 
| you have juſtly recommended to me the conſtant Exerciſe and Improve- 
ment of Divine Love, as the moſt proper and effectual Means of ac- 
quiriug more prevalent Degrees of Piety, and a more ſteady and uni- 
form Courſe of vertuous Actions. I ſee by the Lights you have im- 


parted to me, that this is the greateſt moral Beauty and Perfection that 


can adorn and enoble the Mind of Man; that it 15 the leading Prin- 
eiple nd the commanding spring that ſets in Mocion the Faculties of 
| the 


* 


; 
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flow conſtantly from it in plentiful Streams of Piety and Vertue, 


16 . F Religion. 


the Soul in all her Religious Operations, affects the Heart with wor- 
thy and devout Emotions, and produces in the Life all moral Order 
and pious Works. This was in a leſs Meaſure my Belief before, but 
ſince I have read and contemplated your inftruftive Diſcourſe, my Ideas 
on this divine and important Subject are much enlarged, and more free 
from Obſcuri v. I can evidently diſcern from your Reaſoning, that as 
this heavenly Principle does more or leſs get Ground in the Soul, Reli- 


gion and moral Goodneſs will in Proportion thrive or decline: When | 


this pure Fountain 1s full, and ſwells the Heart, the Waters of Life will 


which 
muſt ſink and languiſh, when they are defrauded of Supplies from the 


Spring-head. It is therefore my Reſolution to cheriſh warm and de- 
vout Affect ions, and to ule the proper Arguments and Incentives which 
you have ſuggeſted to me, or ſhall ſuggeſt, to excite and ſtrengthen the 
act ive Principles of Divine Love; that I may feel more Alacrity and 
Fervour in Prayer, Meditation, Religious Diſcourſes, and all ſacred 
Exerciſes ; and by this Means wear off the Deadneſs and Indiſpoſition, 
that I often perceive in the Performance of ſpiritual Duties. I have 


read over, more than once, and conſider'd your pious Diſcourſe, and 
have Reaſon to believe, that I ſhall reap from it great Benefit; and there- 


fore entreat you to communicate your remaining Sentiments on this Sub- 
ject, and you will highly oblige, 


# 
* 


SIR. 
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Obſerved, Sir, with great Satisfaction from your Anſwer to mine, 
that my Diſcourſe on Divine Love had made good Impreſſions on 
your Mind; and therefore according to my Promiſe, and in Compliance 
with your Requeſt, you will here find ſome further Meditations on 
that great Subject. 

IN my laſt, Sir, I repreſented to you the Diviiie Being as the moſt 
excellent and moſt proper Object of humane Underſtanding, and there- 
fore the fitteſt to be contemplated, and the moſt worthy to be adored. 
I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew, that he is the only ſuitable Obje& of 
the Will, and therefore the fitteſt to be loved. 

OUR Divine Author, God bleſſed for ever, who alone is endowed 
with boundleſs Goodneſs, is jonly capable of gratifying all the Deſires 
of Men, and filling up all the Compaſs of the Soul: And as his Goodneſs 
is real, ſuitable and commenſurate to our Wiſhes and Capacities, ſo is 
it permanent and unchangeable, and admits no Diminution, Interrup- 
tion or Ceſſation: And as it is laſting and immortal as our Souls, fo 
is it pure and unblemiſhed by any foreign or noxious Mixture, and 
therefore will fully anſwer the Expettations of the Poſſeſſor. But on 
the other Hand,the Powers, Profits, and Pleaſures of this Life, are empty 
Illuſions, beautiful Vapours and unſubſtantial Appearances, that cheat 
our Imaginations, diſappoint our Hopes, and often fill us with Shame 
and Regret. If we will be inſtructed by our own, or convinced by 
the Experience of Mankind in all Countries and Ages, we may look on 
it as certain, that no worldly Enjoyments here can afford the Mind 
of Man any rational, fincere and ſolid Satisfaction; and it is moſt evi- 
dent that hereafter they are intirely uſeleſs: They cannot relieve our 
Fears, and ſupport our Spirits in the Pangs of Death, or go down 
with us to the Grave, and accompany us in our Paſſage into the com- 
ing unſeen World; they cannot open to us the Door of Heaven, and in- 
troduce us into the glorious Aſſembly of Saints and Angels, leſs us 

Part II. E | | with 


18 Letters of Religion. 
with the Fruition of the Divine Being, and fill our Souls with ineffa- 
ble, pure and immortal Joys; nor can they reconcile our offended om. 
nipotent Judge, or diſarm him of his Vengeance, or comfort us in the 
Courts of Death, where are conſtant Howlings of Grief, and Yellings 
of Deſpair, weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. Since there- 
fore they cannot ſerve and ſtand by us ia any of theſe important Caſes, it 
is evident that the Object of the worldly Man's ardent Affections and 
eager Purſuits 18 really an idle, uſeleſs and inſignificant Thing. And as 
the Profits and Pleaſures here below are by no Means ſubſtantial and 
ſolid Satisfactions, ſo neither are they durable and permanent; they 
themſelves do often take Wings and fly away, and often with Change 
of Age we change our Taſte, and tho' the Object remains, our Reliſh 
of it is gone; and as often through the Fickleneſs and capricious In- 
conſtancy of our Temper, that is tired with Familiarity, and always 
purſues Variety of Enjoyments, we grow weary of that which not long 
before we eſteemed our Happineſs. | 

B U. T could we always enjoy the Things of this World with unin- 
termitting Pleaſure thro' all the Stages of Life, yet how ſoon will 
thoſe be paſſed over? How ſwift are the Wings of Time? How faſt 
do our Years run their Race, and how ſoon will the Grave receive and 

ſhut her Mouth upon her expected Gueft ? And how can ſuch ſhort. 
| lived, fugitive Things be a proper and ſuitable Good for an immorta} 
Being, which he muſt part with in ſo ſhort a Time, and ſhall enjoy 
them no more to all the Ages of Eternity? Nor could a Man ever dream 
of Felicity in the Fruition of worldly Objetts, it he reflected how un- 
ſuitable and diſproportioned they are to a conſcious intellectual Nature, 
whoſe noble Faculties and Capacities demand higher and more ex- 
cellent Pleaſures, than thoſe which ariſe from the Fruition of Wealth 
and Power, and the Gratification of Corporeal Inclinations, 

BESIDES, the Objects of Senſe are not equal or proportioned to 
our Wants, not ſufficient to make the Poſſeſſor happy. If they pleaſe 
ſome few of our Deſires, and give us ſome leſs valuable Satisfactions, 
they leave many Appetites unprovided for, and many great Sufferings 
unremoved. How many, who enjoy a plentiful Fortune, Popularity 
and Power, and are eſteemed and envied by their Neighbours as hap- 
py Men, are notwithitanding by their own querulous and uneaſie Tem- 
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per, or their inward guilty Fears, by the Diſobedience and ill Courſes 
of bad Children, or the untimely Death of good ones, and by a2 
thouſand Domeſtick Stings and Thorns concealed from the Obſerva- 
tion of others, juſtly numbered among the Miſerable? And were their 
ſecret Sutferings and Anxieties diſcloſed to the World, they would, far 
from being envied, become the Object of Pity. ) 

I T is therefore moſt certain, that the Poſſeſſions of this World, let 
them be ever ſo great and many, will fall infinitely ſhort of giving us 
compleat and laſting Satisfaction; and whoſoever ſets his Heart and Af 
fections on theſe low and tranſient Things, and chuſes and purſues them 
as his chief Good, will find himſelf fatally deluded and diſappointed. 

AND now, Sir, let the following Expoſtulations have their due 
Weight and Influence on your Mind. Conſider that God has an un- 
conteſted Claim to your Affections, as he is your Divine Author, and 
as he is endow'd wath the moſt amiable Perfe&tions and is the ſole Feli- 
city of a Reaſonable Creature. If you refuſe to love your Maker, 
whom you were made to love, what will you do with your Intellectu- 
al Faculties? On what other Objects, as an equal and ſuitable Goody 
can you exerciſe and employ them? If you love not the Divine Be. 
ing, why do you deſire the Continuance of an unprofitable and uſeleſs 
Exiſtence? Surely there is ſome End appropriated to a humane Being, 
ſomething that his excellent Capacities were deſigned for; and what is 
it, which Reaſon can ſuggeſt, unleſs it be this Divine Life of loving 
ard enjoying his Creator? Thete is nothing beſides, that is worth 
his living for: Were it not for this, Men need not deſire their Reaſon- 
able Souls or elevated Faculties any longer, as having no Uſe or Em- 
ployment for them ; and in this View their Continuance here becoming 
wholly idle and impertinent, theysſhould chuſe rather to Die and give 
up their Being, than to live uneaſie and in Pain for Want of ſuitable 
Exerciſe and Employment; and much more defirable were it not to Be, 
than to oppoſe and obſtrutt the Eud in Relation to which all the Goodneſs 
and Uſefulneſs of their Beiug does conſiſt, Not to love our Divine Au- 
thor, is to hate him, and become his Enemy; and can any Thing be more 
deteftable? ? Should any Man deſire to be ſuch a de formed and monſtrous 
Creature, and were it not better to have no Soul, than one ſo impure 
and odious, lo unlike ns bleſt Inhabitants of Haven, and ſo much re- 
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ſembling the malignant infernal Spirits? If the Sun, inſtead of illumi- 
nating, ſhould cover the World with Darkneſs; or the Earth, inſtead of 
wholſome Herbs, Fruits and Flowers, ſhould only bring forth poiſon- 
ous Plants, and inſtead of innocent and profitable Herbs, ſhould nou. 
riſh only venomous and ravening Beafts, what a diſmal Place would 
this World become? What Amazement and Horror does the bare ima- 
ginary Repreſentation of ſuch Diſorder and Contufion raiſe within us? 
Why then do not degenerate and flagitious Men ſtart back upon them- 
ſelves, and recoil affrighted, when you reflect upon their foul Deformi. 
ty? For while they do not love and obey the Divine Being, they reſiſt 
and oppoſe the End of their Creation, as much as it is poſſible for the 
Creatures before named to do, and muſt therefore become hateful and 
monſtrous, the juſt Objects of Wonder and Deteſtation. 

HOW miſerable is the State of thoſe Men, who are eſtranged from 
their Divine Author, and find their Affections alienated from the Foun- 
tain of all Felicity? Were it not better to lie putrifying in the Grave, 
than to have a Body animated by ſuch an impure and odious Mind? 
Surely this State is worſe than Death, and the King of Terrors is a 
harmleſs Thing compared with ſuch a Miſery as this. What a Heaven 
of Pleaſure do theſe Men loſe? What Tranſports of Delight might 
they, if they pleaſed, poſſeſs; that is, if they would devote their Hearts 
to the Supream Being, which were made to love him? Ineſtimable 
Loſs, that all the Glories and Treaſures of the World are never able to 
recompence ! Prodigious Stupidity ! How can any Men pleaſe them. 
ſelves in ſo ſad a Condition, while they pervert their Faculties from their 
proper End? What Weight has preſſed down their Minds, and what 
Violence turned the Inclinations of ſuch ſpiritual Beings from aſcend- 
ing to Heaven? What ſecret Chains have fettered them to the Earth 
when their Place of Reſt is evidently Above? Whence comes it that 
they do not ſtruggle and contend to diſengage themſelves from all Im. 
pediments, that they may rife to the Seats above, their Home and Cen- 
ter? How wonderful is it that after they are fully convinced that they 


are certainly miſplaced, and that nothing below is worthy of their Love 


and Delight, that they do not quit the Earth with Scora and Diſdain, 
and aſcend to the Regions of Peace and Light with the moſt vigorous 
Efforts of Affection and Deſire? Theſe Minds have been Strangers fo 


long 
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long, that they have forgotten their Home; they have ſo long embraced 
and grovell'd on the Earth, that they have imbibed an earthly Tinc- 
ture; and have been ſo much inur'd to corporeal Pleaſures, that they 
are grown altogether ſenſual: They have been ſo long debaſed to ſer- 
vile and vile Employments, that they remember not their Divine Ori- 
ginal, and the Delights and Dignity to which they are born. The Great- 
neſs ad Generoſity of their Nature is loſt, and they are fallen in Love 
with Chains and Slavery, and the baſe Tasks to which they have been fo 
long proſtituted. Strange that they cannot be perſwaded to quit their 
Priſons, and exchange the coarſe and unworthy Satisfattions of Senſe, 
for the pure and raviſhing Joys of the Bleſſed in Heaven, 

YOU ſhould pity, Sir, the unhappy State of theſe Men, and drive 
Day and Night to be delivere from ſo ſad a Condition; you ſhould al- 
ways labour not only to keep alive, but to ſtrengthen and improve the 
Principle of Divine Love in your Heart ; and in Order to this, entertain 
your ſelf ſometimes with this Solitoquy. | 

IT is with Shame and Remorſe that I reflect how, after 1 have re- 
preſented to my Mind, in the moſt lively and moving Manner, the ex- 
cellent and moſt amiable Perfections of the Divine Being, I conti- 
nued ſo indifferent and unaffected! Is it not wonderful beyond Ex- 
preſſion, that after I have contemplated infinite Love and ineffable Good- 
neſs, I ſhould feel no more its attractive Force? I ſee this with Aſto- 
niſhment, and lament it with Sorrow and Confuſion; I upbraid and deteſt 
my ſelf for this Stupidity and Ingratitude, but cannot change my degene. 
rate Nature. I know that God is the moſt amiable Being in the World, 
that he is my only End and Felicity, and would fain love him with the 
whole Force and Inclination of my Miyd, but I cannot attain my Wiſh 
the ſenſual Biaſs is too prevalent within to ſuffer ſuch a happy Condition, 
What ſhall Il do to remove this Inſenfibility, and extirpate theſe corrupt 
Diſpoſitions, that ſo much obſtruct my Improvement in Piety ? How 
ſhall I ſhake off this heavy Weight, and extinguiſh my evil Propen- 
fions, that my Heart may know no other Flames than thoſe of Divine 
Love, and reliſh no other Delights but thoſe that flow from the Contem- 
plation of my great Creator? Give me this Deſi ire, and let others 
have all the Pleaſures that can be found on Barth; let me gain this 
_ Happinels, and let thoſe have the World, who ne it for their Portion. 
Part II. | F BUT 


hs. 


29 Letters of Religion. 
BUT it this defirable Condition is not to be obtained on Earth, 
yet is it ſurely to be enjoyed in Heaven; and what this World denies, 
the other will certainly afford. If theſe Regions lie too low to receive 
Celeftial Influences in ſuch a Meaſure as I want and with; if a Mind 
immerſed in a Mould of Earth, and obſtructed by the Remains of unmor- 
tified Corruption, is not capable of ſuch Divine Perfection; yet when it 
ſhall be divefted of this Body of Fleſh and Sin together, and this Mor- 
tal ſhall put on Immortality, then ſhall my Happineſs be compleated, 
and this Spark of Love ſhall break out and ſpread into everlaſting Glo- 
ry. Then my Deſires ſhall be fully ſatisfied, when I love God perfe&- 3 
J ly and for ever. The Preſence of the glorious Object will then ſuperſede 
| the Uſe of theſe Arguments and Meditations, which are now ſo neceſ- 


ſary to excite my devout Paſſions, I ſhall then more nearly contemplate 
the Divine Being, and ſee him as he is; as he is to thoſe, whom he has 

1 purchaſed to himſelf by the Death of his Son, and has received into 
5 his Kingdom to reign with him for ever. I ſhall then have no more unjuſt 

! Ideas and harſh Apprehenſions of his Nature, while his Purity and 

| | Juſtice will be no leſs amiable than his Mercy and Benevolence ; nor 

1 will any uneaſie Senſe of Guilt or Fears of his Diſpleaſure check or 

| interrupt the Operations of my Love. I ſhall be there where my Head 

| | | and Saviour is, to behold his Glory, the higheſt Example and Argument 
of Love which the World ever knew, and I can eaſily believe that in his 
Preſence I ſhall not forbear to love him; I ſhall be joined to the heaven- 
ly Choir of Saints and Angels, that are all pure Light and Love, and 
in this Senſe too are made a Flame of Fire; and in ſuch bleſſed Com- 
pany I can readily conceive my Heart will not be cold and unconcerned. 

I ſhall then have no Allurements of Senſe to entice or enſnare my Sou] 4 
and if any worldly Delights could be preſented to me, I ſhould have no 
more Taſte and Reliſh of them; all theImpediments of my Love will 
be then removed, and all the Goodneſs and Glory of Heaven will be 
diſclos'd, to excite and entertain it for ever. 

THO? I cannot yet enjoy this Bleſſedneſs, yet l may thirſt andzlong 
after it. I may lay hold on it by my ardent Deſires and delightful 
Hopes, and from the Fore-thoughts of it may derive ſuch Comfort and 
1 Satisfaction, as will ſweeten my Life, and ſupport me under all the 
7 Difficulties and Hardſhips to which I am here expoſed. . When a few 
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more Days are gone, all my Pains and Sufferings will be removed, and 
I ſhall be admitted into the pure and glorious Aſſembly of the Bleſt, 
where I ſhall poſſeſs my Felicity, and adhere to infinite Goodneſs with 
inſeparable Embraces. How faſt do the fleeting Hours paſs away, as if 
they comply'd with my impatient Deſires, and made haſte to give me the 

Happineſs I long for ? Patience hold, it is but a little Time and I ſhall 
certainly attain what I earneſtly ſeek, the perfect Love and Fruition of 
Eternal Good. 3 | 
IN the mean Time, let me live as a Stranger here; let me look up to 

Heaven, and long to be received into the Habitations of Joy and Bliſs ; 
let my Thoughts, my Hopes, and Converſation be Above, and let me 
feel the conſtant Efforts of Divine Love, always tending and ſtriving up- 
wards. The Unkindneſs of this World will be uſeful to quicken my 
Deſires, and make me haſten my Preparations ; but if it entices me with 
its Smiles, which are far more dangerous than its Frowns, may I reject 
its flattering Courtſhip, and deſpiſe all its treacherous Favours, Tho? I 
cannot reach that perfect Happineſs which I deſire, yet let me take my 

Farewel of theſe tranſient worldly Delights; let me diſengage my Af- 
fect ions from ſenſual Objects, that are apt to indiſpoſe and unfit me for 
this heavenly Exerciſe of loving God, and weaken my Reliſh of ſpiritu- 
al Pleaſures. Tho' I know that the Corruptions of the Mind, as well 
as the Fabrick and Temperament of the Body, will not bear the higheſt 
and moſt refined Operations of this Celeſtial Principle, yet will they 
bear far greater than mine; let me therefore uſe my utmoſt Care and 
Diligence to raiſe it to as high a Degree as this mortal and imperfe& 
State will admit : And ro that End, let me diligently ufe the moſt pro- 
per and moft powerful Incentives; let me approach my Divine Author 
in his holy Ordinances, and with a Heart prepared by hungring and ear- 
neſt Deſires, frequent the Places where the Graces and Influences of his 
Spirit are diſpenſed in the greateſt Abundance. May I dwell in the con- 
ſtant Contemplation of his Goodueſs and Mercy, and view all the 
| Riches and Treaſures of his Love, with a fix'd and ſteady Obſervation. 
It will be impoſſible to know him, and not to love him; to contemplate 
always his amiable Excellencies, and not feel ſome ſuitable Impreſſions. 
The moſt fixed and hardeſt Metals diſſolve in a conſtaut Fire, and the 
continual Preſence of a lovely Object, will not fail to wear off any unjuſt 
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and preconceived Averſion. Acquaintance and Familiarity with our 
Friends preſerve and encreaſe our Affection, which Diſtance and Eſtran- 
gedneſs too oiten weaken or quite extinguiſh. To be always near the 
Fountain of Good, and conſtantly to conſider his gracious Nature and 
glorious Attributes, will furely be an efficacious Means to excite my 


Love; only the blind or too remote can etcape the Force and Influence 
of divine and infinite Perfection. 


BESIDES, Sir, you ſhould inceſſantly implore the Aid and A.- 
ſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of Love; that he would deſcend from Heaven 
on you, as on the Apoſtles 1 in Fire, and enter your Heart like 
a ruſhing Wind, to blow up your kindling Affection, till it becomes 
a bright and vigorous Flame. That he would conſtantly dwell within 
you, to ſubdue all ſenſual and irregular Appetites; inſpire you with 
this divine Paſſion, reinforce your pious Reſolutions, awake! you when 
you grow careleſs, and animate and guide you by his holy Motions. 
Pray earneſtly that his ſacred Influence may never deſert you, with- 
out which you can no more exert the Operations of Divine Loye, than 
your Body can live when your Soul is gone, or the Earth bring forth 
Fruit without the Heat of the Sun. 

AN D now, Sir, in Anſwer to that Part of your Letter, in which you 
complain of your Unhappineſs in Reſpect of your Neighbouring Gentle- 
men, who, as you ſay, are generally immoral or prophane, which is 
likewiſe, as I am informed, the ſad Condition of moſt Countries, where 
Perſons of Birth and Eſtates, and what is more ſurprizing and deplora- 
ble, many of the Magiſtrates themſelves, are over-run with Vice and Im- 
piety ; and with how ill a Grace muſt Men in Power condemn Crimi- 
nals for breaking the Laws of God or Man, when by ſo doing they in- 
volve themſelves in the ſame Condemnation, and puniſh their Neighbours 
for the Crimes of which themſelves are notoriouſly guilty ? This, I ſay, 
is a very melancholy Reflection, and is an undeniable Argument of the 
prodigious Decay of Religion, and Sobriety of Life, in this Nation. This 
ſhews that our Vertue is laid waſte and deſolate; and ſuch an univerſal 
Degeneracy and Corruption of Manners, ſuch Contempt, Hatred and 
Deriſion of Piety and pious Men, muſt expoſe us to divine Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure, till the Almighty, who has interpoſed by a long Train of 
Miracles of Providence, to preſerve our Kingdom, enough to aſtoniſh 5 


all 
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all 4 reflect upon them, and to convince the moſt atheiſtical Men 
that ſurely there is a God that governs the World, is at laſt provoked 
to forſake an ungrateful and obdurate People, and give them up as incorri- 
gible, to the terrible Conſequences and Effects of their flagrant Vices and 
prophane Defiance of Heaven; of their unchriſtian Diviſions, Strife 
and Contention; their inſatiable Avarire, Pride and Ambition, which 
muſt unavoidably at length bring Deſtruction on a profligate People; 
who, inſtead of being reclaimed and amended by wonderful 
Mercies, and repeated Deliverances, ſhall ſcoff at Religion, deride 
the Juftice, abuſe the Goodneſs, and trifle with the Patience of 
their great Creator. But to return to your particular Caſe ; you com- 
plain that you are ſurrounded with diſſolute and irreligious Gentlemen; 
and that therefore you cannot enjoy the Converſation of your Equals, 


but to your great Coft. I adviſe you therefore to frequent the Company 
of ſincere Chriftians, tho' much inferior to your ſelf in Birth, Education 


and Poſſeſſions; it is very probable you may find ſome of this Character 
among the meaner Sort of People, who have a good Underſtanding, and 
are warm, ſerious and confirmed Chriſtians. Value, Sir, love and em- 
brace ſuch Perſons; for believe it, the moral Image of God upon them, 
and the Marks of ſincere Goodneſs, enoble and diſtinguiſh this lower 
Rank of Men, more than Diadems, Stars and Garters can exalt the 
Poſſeſſors of them. What are Power, Pomp and Wealth compared with 
Celeſtial Piety? This is an infinitely more valuable Honour, thanthat 
of Titles, and all the Enſigns of worldly Greatneſs. Will you not careſs 
and take into your Boſom thoſe, whom Abraham will receive into his? 
The Saints were the excellent of the Earth, whom the great and good 
King David made his Delight, and ſuch are more frequently found in 
mean Habitations, and in a private humble State of Life, than in ſplen- 
did Palaces and the Aſſemblies of the Rich and Mighty. In Imitation 
of him, take Pleaſure in the Company of pious and upright Men, tho 
of mean Condition ; viſit them with Courteſy and Kindneſs, invite them 
to your Houſe, and ſometimes receive them at your Table. And can 
your Self-denial and Condeſcention be cenſured in doing fo, when you 
only entertain and grow familiar with thoſe, who when all worldly - 
Diſtinctions ceaſe, which ſoon they will in another Life, theſe obſcure, . 
but honeſt and pious Men, tho' now neglected, may equal, and rocks» 
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ſurpaſs your ſelf, and many other Profeſſors of Religion of great Chara: 
cker, in Bliſs and immortal Glory. Nor will you only by this Means eſ- 
cape the diſpleaſing and noxious Converſation of the looſe and profligate, 
as well as that of the worldly and avaricious; but the Company of 
ſome of theſe Men of inferior Fortunes, tho” perhaps of ſuperior Good- 
neſs, may be conducive to your Growth in Piety, and Improvement in 
Divine Love. But however, may you never delight in thoſe Men, whoſe 
worldly and evil Converſation inſenſibly ſteals your Heart from Heaven 
damps your Divine Paſſions, and infects you with their own Lifeleſs and 
Lethargick Diſpoſition. It is not probable that you ſhould love God, | 
while you pleaſe your ſelf with the Company of his Enemies; what 
Aſſiſtance are you likely to receive from Diſcourſes of Wealth and Ho- 
nour, Houſes and Lands, Plays and Paſtimes, to awaken your drowſie 
Heart, and inflame it with Love to God? Reflect how often your better 
Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, procured with great Pains and Diffi- 
culty, has been utterly broken in the Aſſemblies of ſuch Perſons ; and 
how you have returned with Shame to lament and repair your great 
Loſs: How much {ſweeter is it to live in Silence and Solitude, than to 
purchaſe the Pleaſures of Converſation at ſo dear a Rate? 

I N Proſecution, Sir, of the Province you have ſet me, I have thus pro- 
ceeded in making ſuch further practical Reflections, as ſeem to me na- 
turally to ariſe from this Divine Subject. You will obſerve in this Diſ- 
courſe, that! have not entered into any accurate and Philoſophical Exami- 
nation of the Nature of the Paſſions; I have given no Definition of Love, 
Deſire or Joy, and I muſt own I have induſtriouſly declined it; and 
my Reaſon is, that3Love, Deſire, Joy, like Light, Moiſture, Hunger, 
&c. are better known by their bare Sound, than by the moſt learn- 
ed Definition ; that is, we have in our Minds as full, clear and diſtinct 
Ideas of what is meant by thoſe Words, when we hear them named 
alone, as when they are explained, and defined in the moſt Scholaſtick 
Manner; and it being my Purpoſe rather to excite Divine Love, 
than to define it, I have avoided thoſe Speculations, that I judg- 
ed would rather embarraſs the Diſcourſe, than promote the Deſign 
of it. 1 make no Apology for the Repetitions, fnor or the Redun- 
dancy ariſing from different Turns and new Forms of Expreſſion ; when 
we would excite the Affections, and warm the Heart, Luxuriancy is to 


be 
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be preferred before Correfneſs and laboured Accuracy, which render 
the Stile ſo cold and dry, that it is unable to raiſe any Emotion, to 
touch the Paſſions, and go Home to the Heart. If I have not already 
quite tired you, I ſhall ſpeedily ſend * another Letter on this Divine 
Subject. 


Tam, SIR, 
With the greateſt Reſpect, 


Tour Humble Servam, 


THEOPHILUS. 


